Out of order

Photos by Stan Carroll/The Commercial Appeal

Billy Watts (from front), Tracy Lindsey and Tim Stocking work recently on the curbing for Jessica's Garden at Queen of Peace
Catholic Church in Olive Branch, dedicated to families of children who died before their parents.

M

Jessica’s Garden remembers
children who died too soon

By Tont LEPESKA / Special to DeSoto Appeal

THE FLOWER BED is shaped like a heart.

“Big heart because Jessica had a big heart,”
Leonard Temple said.

The young tree is a red maple. The leaves will
turn color in the fall, in time for Jessica's October
birthday.

The fence — where the plaques memorializing children
who have died before their parents will be hung — is
made of planks of redwood cedar to last “forever.”

Jessica’s Garden was initially conceived by Temple to
memorialize Jessica Gresham, his fellow parishioner at
Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Olive Branch. The
DeSoto Central High School senior died in a car accident
Nov. 15, 2009.

But then Temple, 51, father of two, realized just how
many parents around him had lost their-children —
exposed to an out-of-order verdict that death had made in
their lives.

He decided then to create a small garden that would
memorialize any parent's child, That way, he said, the
parents would know they are not alone and that others
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Leonard Temple and Pat Laine discuss landscape
options for the 80-foot cedar fence that serves as a
backdrop to Jessica’s Garden.

walk this path.

“This has been a moving thing for me,” Temple said. “I
could not let this girl'’s memory go. I wanted to share (the
garden) with as many people as I could.”

Jessica was in fourth or fifth grade when she met
Temple and his wife at Queen of Peace,

The Temples were at a Saturday night Mass that was
attended by Jessica and her grandmother. Jessica lived
with her grandmother, Pat Laine, and her mother, Carol
Prestridge.

As a youth, Jessica enrolled in a religious education

program that Temple taught.
Please see GARDEN, DSAS
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